MAREK NORMAN
- BIOGRAPHY -

Marek Norman is considered one of the most versatile musician/composer/
performer / producers in Canada. His acting credits have included original Canadian
productions of Closer Than Ever (Dora Award Nomination) and Falsettos, world
premieres of Amelia by John Gray and The Death of Von Richthofen - written and
directed by Des McAnuff at The Public Theatre, NYC - as well as the title role in Stephen
Sondheim's Sweeney Todd. His hundreds of television appearances culminated in an
Actra Award Nomination for Clowns, directed by Robert Iscove. Recent appearances
with Toronto's prestigious Soulpepper Theatre Company include Archidamus / Dion in
The Winter's Tale, Mr. Ames in a Chorus Of Disapproval, and Sir Charles in She Stoops
To Conquer.

His company, Grassy Knoll Productions, co-produced the Canadian premiere of
Stephen Sondheim's Assassins. This production earned seven Dora Nominations, won
five Dora Awards, including Best Musical Direction - Marek Norman, as well as
outstanding Musical Production of 1995.

Marek is co-founder of Reprise Concerts, the highly acclaimed producers of musicals in
concert format.

As composer/arranger, Marek has created and recorded two original concert
pieces, Marantha and Noel (starring Brent Carver). His arrangement of Lennon /
McCartney songs, Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow, was commissioned by Skitch
Henderson and performed by the New York Pops at Carnegie Hall (with Mr. Norman at
the piano).



Marek's song, "We Could Learn From Yesterday", was performed at the United
Nations in honor of UNICEF.

Original dance works include two tap-ballets for the National Tap Dance
Company of Canada, The Tin Soldier and Oliver Button Is A Sissy. His score for The
Lowver (a ballet for film) is based on the play by Harold Pinter.

Marek has created songs, scores and /or incidental music for a variety of theatre
productions across Canada.

Original musicals, in collaboration with author/lyricist, Richard Ouzounian,

include DRACULA - A Chamber Musical, the first Canadian musical to be presented at
the Stratford Festival. Due to its unparalleled success the production was also filmed for

television and aired on both CBC and TVO (Gemini Award).

Emily, based on novels by Lucy Maud Montgomery, was commissioned and
presented by the Charlottetown Festival in 1999. It's overwhelming popularity resulted
in the musical’s return for the 2000 season.

Mr. Norman has created the score for Larry’s Party, adapted from the
prizewinning novel by Carol Shields, and presented by the Canadian Stage Company in
cooperation with the National Arts Centre and the Manitoba Theatre Centre. Besides
breaking box office records at these theatres, the production was also nominated for
three Dora Awards including Best New Musical.

Marek was awarded the CLIO for “We're Giving Our Best” (American Airlines)-
Best Song of the Year, one of the 1500 commercial jingles he created, and has provided
vocal support for such superstars as Anne Murray, Roberta Flack, Bryan Adams, Aretha
Franklin, Sheena Easton, Liza Minnelli, and Luther Vandross, among others.

Marek composed original scores for the opening and closing ceremonies of The
Canada Games, Bridgefest - PEI, and the 1997 Special Olympics.

Mr. Norman’s CD recording, “Along The Way”, is a 25-year retrospective
including material from film, theatre and the concert stage.

He was Music Director for the much praised Soulpepper Company’s 2002 and
2003 seasons (The Beggar’s Opera, A Chorus Of Disapproval — Dora Nomination, She
Stoops To Conquer) and has been invited to continue as guest instructor for The
Academy.

Marek received Dora Nominations for his musical direction of The Last Five
Years (CanStage, Canadian Premiere - Toronto) and his original score for As You Like It
(Dream In High Park).

Marek’s work as an educator is heralded by both students and faculty alike. He
has held countless clinics in many of Canada’s finest arts institutions and continues to

mentor many young composers.

In true theatre fashion, Marek is the subject of a Hirschfeld...with a NINA!!!



